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Friday, September 14
8-8:30 a.m.	 Registration/Continental Breakfast

8:30-8:45 a.m.	 Welcome and Opening Remarks  
	 	Adriane Baylis, PhD, CCC-SLP

8:45-9:30 a.m.	 Keynote Address:  
	 “What Did You Say? A Personal Journey to 		
	 Overcome Speech Obstacles and Achieve Success”
	 Hugh Gillard

9:30-10:00 a.m.	 Reflections on Lay vs Professional Judgments 		
	 of Speech Outcome in Cleft Palate/VPD
	 Peter Witt, MD

10-10:30 a.m.	 Quality of Life in Children and Adults with  
	 VPD: Panel
	 Hugh Gillard, Sara Kinter, MA, CCC-CLP,  
	 Peter Witt, MD, & Greg Pearson, MD

10:30-10:50 a.m.	 Break & Visit Posters

10:50-11:15 a.m.	 Multisite Speech Outcomes Reporting: 		
	 Challenges and Strategies
	 Kathy Chapman, PhD, CCC-SLP

11:15-11:45 a.m.	 Interactive Cases: Current Trends in  
	 VPD Management
	 Richard Kirschner, MD &  
	 Adriane Baylis, PhD, CCC-SLP

11:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 	 State of the Art in Evaluation of VPD Outcomes 	
	 Catherine de Blacam, MD

12:15-1:15 p.m.	 Lunch & Visit Posters

1:15-2 p.m.	 Breakout Session I (Choose one)

	 1. VPD Outcomes Working Group A:  
	 Surgical/Nursing Session 
 	 Catherine de Blacam, MD

	 2. Speech Therapy for Children with  
	 Cleft Palate/VPD  
	 Kathy Chapman, PhD, CCC-SLP &  
	 Katie Garcia, MA, CCC-SLP

	 3. Instrumental and Imaging Assessment  
	 of  VP Function  
	 Caitlin Cummings, MA, CCC-SLP &  
	 David Zajac, PhD, CCC-SLP

2:15-3 p.m. 	 Breakout Session II (Choose one)

	 1. Team Care and Care Coordination for 		
	 Children with VPD
	 Amanda Smith, BSN, RN, CPN &  
	 Courtney Hall, MS, CNP

	 2. VPD Outcomes Working Group B:  
	 SLP Session
	 Catherine de Blacam, MD

	 3. VPD Surgical Techniques:  
	 Video-based Technical Session
	 Brian Sommerlad, MD, Peter Witt, MD,  
	 Kathy Sie, MD & Richard Kirschner, MD

3-3:20 p.m.	 	Break & Visit Posters

3:20-4 p.m.	 Platform Papers		

4-4:45 p.m.	 Strategies for Optimized VPD Imaging: Role 		
	 of SLP, Surgeon, Radiologist, and Child Life 
	 Ben Thompson, MD, Adriane Baylis, PhD, CCC-SLP, 		
	 Child Life Specialist & Greg Pearson, MD



Saturday, September 15
8-8:30 a.m.		 Registration/Continental Breakfast

8:30-9:15 a.m.	 Keynote Address:  
	 “Solving the Problem of Failed Palate Repair 		
	 in Developing Countries” 
	 Brian Sommerlad, MD

9:15-10:15 a.m.	 Surgical Management of VPD Around  
	 the World: Panel 
	 Toko Hayakawa, PhD, Richard Kirschner, MD,  
	 Angie Morillas, MD,  
	 Kelly Nett Cordero, PhD, CCC-CLP, 
	 Chelsea Sommer, MA, CCC-SLP,  
	 Brian Sommerlad, MD & Peter Witt, MD

10:15-10:30 a.m.	 	Break & Visit Posters

10:30-11:00 a.m.	 Conversion Furlow Palatoplasty:  
	 A Viable Option to Treat VPD
	 Kathy Sie, MD 

11-11:30 a.m.	 Early Indicators of Velopharyngeal Closure in 		
	 Infants and Toddlers with Cleft Palate
	 David Zajac, PhD, CCC-SLP

11:30-11:50 a.m.	 Airway Considerations in VPD Management
	 Mark Splaingard, MD

11:50 a.m.-12:15 p.m.		 Platform Papers

12:15-1:15 p.m.	 Lunch & Visit Posters

1:15-2 p.m.	 Surgical Management of VPD in 22q: 			
	 Challenging Cases Panel 
	 Richard Kirschner, MD,  
	 Adriane Baylis, PhD, CCC-SLP, Kathy Sie, MD & 	
	 Sara Kinter, MA, CCC-CLP

2-2:15 p.m.	 Patient/Parent Presentation 

2:15-3 p.m.	 Breakout Session (Choose one)

	 1. Failed VPD Surgery and Revision  
	 Techniques Technical Session
	 Greg Pearson, MD, Richard Kirschner, MD &  
	 Brian Sommerlad, MD

	 2. SpeechTherapy for Children with 22q11.2 		
	 Deletion Syndrome
	 Sara Kinter, MA, CCC-CLP &  
	 Katie Garcia, MA, CCC-SLP

	 3. Cross-linguistic Speech Evaluation and 		
	 Therapy for Non-English Speakers with VPD  
	 Caitlin Cummings, MA, CCC-SLP,  
	 Kelly Nett Cordero, PhD, CCC-SLP &  
	 Chelsea Sommer, MA, CCC-SLP

3-3:30 p.m.	 	Break & Visit Posters

3:30-4 p.m. 	 Interactive Case Discussions: Revisiting  
	 Trends in Management 
	 Adriane Baylis, PhD, CCC-SLP &  
	 Richard Kirschner, MD

4-4:15 p.m. 	 VPD Surgical Outcomes Collaborative:  
	 Future Directions 
	 Catherine de Blacam, MD

4:15-4:30 p.m. 	 Closing Remarks 
	 Richard Kirschner, MD
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Airport
Port Columbus International Airport, located less than 10 miles from  
The Grand Event Center, is served by 10 airlines and their regional affiliates 
providing 350 daily arrivals and departures to 35 airports. Major carriers 
include AirTran, Air Canada Express, American, Delta, Southwest, United 
and US Airways. All ground transportation may be accessed via the terminal 
walkway or baggage claim level exits.

From John Glenn Columbus International Airport, the best mode of 
transportation is via taxi readily available 24-hours a day at the cab stand 
outside baggage claim. The 15-20 minute ride should run around  
$25 inclusive.

Columbus also offers Uber car services as well as a number of private 
scheduled sedan services including Cardinal Transportation.

For more information and to see additional transportation options, visit 
flycolumbus.com/getting-to-from.

Registration
Attendees may register online at NationwideChildrens.org/ivpd or by using 
the attached registration form. Please follow the instructions carefully. Upon 
receipt of the registration payment, each participant will receive an emailed 
confirmation letter.

Cancellation Policy
A refund, minus 30 percent for administrative costs, will be given for 
cancellations received in writing before August 31, 2018. After this date, no 
refund will be available. 

Call for Abstracts
We invite you to share your expertise in the form of an abstract presentation 
in one of the following categories related to velopharyngeal dysfunction:

•	 Research
•	 Case presentation
•	 An innovative program or clinical concept

Visit NationwideChildrens.org/ivpd for more information 

All abstracts are due May 14, 2018.  
You will be notified by Friday, June 1, 2018 if your abstract was accepted.

Conference and Hotel Accommodations
The Grand Event Center
820 Goodale Boulevard | Columbus, OH 43212

Centrally located in Grandview Yard, in beautiful Grandview Heights, The 
Grand puts you within reach of hotels, restaurants, and nightlife with easy 
access to all major highways. The Grand is conveniently located less than 
ten miles from John Glenn Columbus International Airport, the Arena 
District, downtown Columbus, North Market, The Ohio State University, 
and the Short North.

Courtyard by Marriott Columbus/OSU 
780 Yard Street | Columbus, OH 43212

Rooms are available at the Courtyard by Marriott Columbus/OSU at a 
discounted rate of $155 + tax. In order to receive this discounted rate, 
room reservations must be made prior to July 30, 2018. For reservations, 
please call 1-888-797-1886 and ask for the International Symposium on 
Velopharyngeal Dysfunction group rate, or register online by using the link 
on the conference webpage, NationwideChildrens.org/ivpd. 

Continuing Education
CME - The Nationwide Children’s Hospital is accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide 
continuing medical education for physicians. The Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital designates this live activity for a maximum of 12 AMA 
PRA Category 1 Credit(s)TM. Physicians should claim only the credit 
commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Nursing - Nationwide Children’s Hospital is approved as a provider of 
continuing nursing education by the Ohio Nurses Association, an accredited 
approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on 
Accreditation (OBN-001-91)(OH-033, 11/1/2020).

SLP - This course is offered for 1.2 ASHA CEUs (Intermediate level, 
Professional area).

For faculty disclosures, visit tinyurl.com/VPD18.
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Using a credit card? Register online at Nationwidechildrens.org/ivpd. 

Please print

Name (First, Last)_ ________________________________________________ 

Credentials_______________________________________________________ 

Organization_____________________________________________________ 

Address (Home)___________________________________________________ 

City _______________________________ State ________ Zip_____________

Preferred Phone___________________________________________________

Email Address*____________________________________________________
 *Required for receipt confirmation

Special Services Required:
ADA: We encourage participation by all individuals. If you have a disability, advanced 
notification of your needs will help us serve you better. Please notify us of your needs at least 
two weeks in advance.

q Interpreter for the Hearing Impaired     q Wheelchair seating      

q Vegetarian Option     q Vegan Option     q Gluten Free Option   

q Other_______________________________________________________

How did you hear about the conference?

q Brochure     q Email     q Website     q Hospital Employee     

q Past Participant      q Support Group     

q Other _______________________________________________________

Registration Fees 
Physicians

q $395	 Earlybird Registration (postmarked on or before May 1, 2018) 

q $425 	Regular Registration (postmarked after May 1, 2018)   

q $395 	Nationwide Children’s Physician (NCH email required)  		

SLP, Nurse or other Clinical Professional

q $295	 Earlybird Registration (postmarked on or before May 1, 2018)    

q $325 	Regular Registration (postmarked after May 1, 2018)      

q $295 	Nationwide Children’s Staff (NCH email required)  

Resident/Fellow/Student/Parent (proof required)

q $250	 Regular Registration  

Payment 
Online Registration Preferred.  
Using a credit card? Register online at: NationwideChildrens.org/ivpd. 

q Check #__________________________________   Tax ID: 31-4379441

q Interdepartmental Transfer: Please complete the AM-8 Request for Travel 
Approval form on Anchor and forward with manager signature with completed 
registration form.

Total Amount Enclosed: $____________

Please make checks payable to  
Nationwide Children’s Hospital and mail with registration form to:

Nationwide Children’s Hospital 
Attn: Kate Wagener - Professional Education

700 Children’s Drive | Columbus, OH 43205-7696 
Fax: (614) 355-0670 or Kathryn.Wagener@NationwideChildrens.org



Questions?
Nationwide Children’s Hospital | Professional Education
700 Children’s Dr., Columbus, OH, 43205
Phone (614) 355-0650 | Fax (614) 355-0670  
CMEOffice@NationwideChildrens.org | Nationwidechildrens.org/ivpd
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